
Explore. Create. Help Literacy.
Open Hearts Big Dreams 1st Annual Art Contest

Looking for a fun opportunity to keep your creative juices flowing while on a 
break from school? We want YOU to be a part of the fun, creative and inspiring process of creating 
books. You’re invited to explore new regions and activate your creativity in Open Hearts Big Dreams 
1st Annual #ReadySetGo Books Art Contest.

Open Hearts Big Dreams, through creating and publishing its Ready Set Go 
Books, is dedicated to improving literacy in Ethiopia through the creation 
of early-reader dual language books published in English and 3 different 
Ethiopian languages. Our books are distributed both in Ethiopia, through a 
variety of distribution models and collaborating organizations, as well as for 
sale on Amazon. 

Our challenge to kids and youth of all ages is to explore the wonder of 
Ethiopia and share with us what you found interesting through a short essay 
and a piece of original art. One lucky winner will have the chance to see 
YOUR ART used as illustrations in an upcoming book. Imagine YOUR art 
being in the hands of Ethiopian youth just learning how to read! So exciting!

How-it-Works:
• Spend time researching Ethiopia, the birthplace of humanity, online, in 

books, or talking with others knowledgeable on the country.
• Pick something about Ethiopia that you found most interesting in your 

research. Maybe it’s the wide array of indigenous animals in the region, 
or the vast terrain and landscape, the people, their culture or history or 
the bright, colorful clothing. Maybe it’s celebrations or the types of work 
Ethiopians do or the games kids play. There is no limit to what you will find 
interesting.

• On a standard size 8.5 x 11 piece of paper, create a picture representing your 
topic. Any art medium can be used - crayons, marker, paint, watercolors, 
tissue paper creations, construction paper, or collage.  

• Check out our current books to see some of the creative approaches our 
artists, kids and adults have taken. https://amzn.to/3db1D8K. 

• Use your imagination and be creative!
• Along with your picture, provide 1-2 sentences about why you picked that 

topic and a write a simple paragraph telling us what you learned. 
       (See submission form for details.)

www.openheartsbigdreams.org



GRAND PRIZE
One (1) winner will be selected to receive your choice of 4 books from our Ready 
Set Go Books collection and a $25 Amazon gift card. But that’s not all! The winner 
will have THEIR ART published in an up-coming Ready Set Go book and their 
paragraph included in the back of the book!!  

All submissions will be considered for publication in future books so there 
could be lots of published artists out of this effort.

HOW-TO-ENTER
• Download a copy of the contest submission form from www.openheartsbigdreams.org
• Complete all fields. In addition, participants will need to provide:

• 1-2 sentences about why they picked their selected topic
• Write a simple paragraph telling us what your learned

• Mail artwork and completed submission form to: Kate Bare, 8624 Warren Drive NW, Gig Harbor, WA 98335
• All entries must be received by April 24, 2020

VoTING PROCESS
• 5 finalists will be selected from our OHBD panel to move into the voting round. 
• Voting will take place through Facebook and Instagram.
• Finalists art will be posted to social media beginning April 27, 2020.
• Voters will be allowed to register one vote per person by “liking” the finalists 

photo.
• Winning selection will be determined based on number of votes. 
• Voting period will take place from April 27, 2020 through 11:59pm PT April 31, 

2020.
• All entries must be received by April 24, 2020

Visit www.openheartsbigdreams.org for full contest rules and terms and conditions. 
Parental consent required for all participants.

ABOUT OPEN HEARTS BIG DREAMS & ReAdY SET GO BOOKS
Ready Set Go Books, an Open Hearts Big Dreams Project, is focused on increasing 
the literacy rate in Ethiopia through giving readers books with stories in their heart 
languages, full of colorful illustrations with Ethiopian settings and details. Profits from 
books sales will be used to create, print, and distribute more Ready Set Go Books to kids 
in Ethiopia, Africa’s second most populous country. Ethiopia’s population is 44% children, 
ages 0-14 (43 million out of 97 million total). Only 5.5% of children attend pre-school or 

kindergarten, and the adult literacy rate is 49%. Open Hearts Big 
Dreams Fund (OHBD) is a 501(3)(c) not for profit organization that 
believes the chance to dream big dreams should not depend on 
where in the world you are born. Our focus is to support nonprofit 
organizations and their programs that provide literacy, K-12 
education, and leadership as well as that support the parents and 
communities where the kids live, in Ethiopia.


